EL SALVADOR: Suspected Kidaapers Released

President-clecy Crstiani, the armed forces. and the US Embassy are
Irying 1o reverse g ruling by an alegedly corrum Judge that relecased
three suspects in g major hidnaping case 1 he suspects—associates of
Raberio D'Aubuisson. honorary president of ¢ nshian’'s ARENA
Party—are accused of kidnaping for ransom five rominent
Salvadorans between 982 and 1986,

ane suspect remains in prison because the Justice Minister
countermandcd the Judge’s ruling before he was freed, a second is

Commen: Although there is as yet no evidence that D'Aubuisson or
other ARENA officials bribed the judge, controversy surmounding the
ruling comes ai a difficuly time for Cristiani as he prepares to visit
Washington this weck. Critics will paint to the releasc of the suspects

human rights. Reforming El Salvador's corrupt and ineffective

Judicial system will be a necessary—and difficuli—step if Cristiani
hopes to control political violcncc.“
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